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‘Setret Aad ng EUi‘Pose;?{

,,Admrral Stansfleld Turner s abmty )
,.to -direct .the natlon s intelligence . -
. aoencxea is  only one of the considera-.

pons before, the Senate Select Com-
‘Mmittee-on Intelhf'ence as it begms to -
fmterrocrate Turner.;

By their questromn members of,

RS
¥

capltulatton on the issie ‘of whether ;
‘the CIA-should be permitted to con-
o, duct covert activities. 1% R
Presrdent Carter, who is allergic to'.
-any. hmt of 1mrnorahty in foreign .
i pellcy,,reacted too hastﬂy Just the -
-act of' ‘suspending covert’ f1nanc1a1

assistance ‘itself- connotes that it is ;
,.llmmoral -and undoubtedly a source |
of embarrassiment to foreign leaders.
.~ The larger question is whether the
secret. aid ‘was indeed wrong. We
~don’t want to dwell too much on the 3
> nature of the “real world.” Butitisa
“fact that all nations pay for informa- ;
tion that assists their pohcres and "y
“that making such payments openly .
. might Jeopardlze a national interest, ".
-'_embarrass -afriend "or . ‘assist . .an 'r - -
nerpy.  British leaders -knew- of
yeorge Washmaton s plans because“?
hey bought information from Tories. K
Tainland China has the atomrc bomb? . )
ecause . 1t boubht the” mformatlon ~
rdm an. Amencan Undoubtedly the '
oylet Umon S: ma]or technolog1cal o
dvances after ‘World War 11 were: : ’ !
1 atenally assisted by the KGB. Andy T . )
ven today, -the United States is] .
,"paymg for the support of a former -
- MIG-25-pilot because he is giving us.
;Valuable mformatron What’s wrong

i the committee also will set the tone,
! of’national debate on exactly ‘what
:,i the Central Intelhcrence Agency and
. the other groups are supposed todo..
- |~ Without detracting any luster from”

i his stature and reputation, it is possi-
# ble-to say that Admiral Turners'_
- vitae are probably of the least i impor-' -

tanice to the committee’s efforts, We .

have little doubt that Admiral Turner

will - be“confirmed in.due course. '

Hewever, whether the CIA that he .-
| e )

-and hxssuccesso rs-Tun will serve the _
 nation ‘effectively ‘may "be" deter-,
mmed by the dlrectlon- that the Sen-’
ate takes:
L ~Until recently, the outlook for the -
i J-CIA “was. improving.. It’s past-'
it excessesappeared to' have been thor
“oughly:. ventilated and the 'shock ef- .
- fectof jts- illegal, *and often-high -
* . handed activities, seemed to be'ab

" sorbed- by the American - people

Additionally, the executive and legis-
~ lative’, branchés have’ establlshed )

" sound oversroht over the CIA. . “7%jf our information” comes. from ‘a

“Recent revelations that the CIA L fnendly head of state who woutd be
_may have given money to a number- - ,compromlsed by overt “assistance,
of heads of state without the krowl- o prowded the President and proper
~edge -of several presidents . are a ‘commxttees of Congress are aware of
Asenous setback. - . <" what is going on? - o :
" President Carter reacted 1mmed1- ' We believe the answer xs
ately, cutting off such aid arbitrarily ,“nothmg,” and that President Cartery - ST
as soon as he learned about it. And and Admiral Turner will be doing the L
- CIA critics, again emboldened, are . . United States a service if they say so .
stepping forward to insist on total - - ‘emphatrcally in the days ahead :
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